BALLOON MAN BASICS

So you want to go on a hot air balloon ride?  Here are a few basics that will aid you in your quest. “The Balloon Man” has been in business doing passenger rides since 1983 and flying aircraft since 1972. Chuck Vaughn has an ATP Rating in aircraft.  An ATP is the highest rating the FAA offers. Chuck has over 2,000 hours in the air.

THE FLYING ACES is an FAA certified aircraft that under goes yearly inspections by an FAA authorized service center familiar with balloons.

Specific to your ride:

We usually do parties of two passengers; it is more comfortable and gives us more room in the balloon.  The outside air temperature is about the temperature in the balloon, layer your clothing. But, please NO all nylon clothes. Oh, no open toed shoes or high heels!!!

The evening before your ride we give you a call a bit after 8 p.m. to let you know what I think the weather is going to be like.  If it is nasty or questionable weather we will not call you, BUT if it looks like we can fly I will call you a few minutes after 5 a.m. to make sure you are up. Then we get together a few minutes after 6 a.m. and load into the Chase Van with the crew and pilot.  We will drive to one of about a dozen launch sites around town that will get us about an hours’ flight time.  We don’t want to do that extra 10-15 minutes and have to haul the entire balloon out of the woods, then no one has any fun!!! 

Once at the launch site we will all help assemble the balloon, and inflate it.  Once inflated, we will load the passengers and off we go.  The crew will load up the inflation equipment and closely follow as we head to out landing site.   

We usually fly from tree top level up to about 1,000 feet so we can direct the balloon toward the 

landing areas.  You will be able to talk to ground bound folks, see critters and all the dirty pools.

A few minutes before landing I will give you instructions on how to position yourself for landing.

Once we are back on the ground, the crew will help us pack up the balloon, and then we find a shady spot for our Champaign brunch. That will include Champaign, orange juice, fruit, cheese, crackers, and my world famous deviled eggs, got to have the deviled eggs!!!.

Once we are finished with the brunch we will deposit you back at your vehicle, then bid you a fond adieu.

Pricing:

Single passengers  $ 250.00 issued as a gift certificate, these passengers will be grouped with other single passenger riders. Must be paid in full.  Gift certificates are non refundable.

Parties of Two:   $ 450.00 This is our specialty; we do not stuff bodies in the basket.  

Additional Adult Passengers  $ 200.00 - Children under 14 $100.00 - 15-18 $ 150.00 

We require a single $100.00 NON–REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT TO BOOK ANY FLIGHT.  This fee applies to your flight, the balance is due prior to your flight.  All rides are good indefinitely, and are transferable.  With the wacky weather here in Jacksonville, it may take a few times to complete your flight.  We take cash, checks and money orders…   With more than 2 adults I need to know the weight of the passengers, no cheating , you hear!!!!  Your real weight please.

Feel free to call or email me directly if you have any other questions.  904 655-6113-- 8a-9p, or CVACES@aol.com 

Soft Landings,

Chuck Vaughn- The Balloon Man

